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Vientiane,        
Dear Mr. Stephane,
Subject: 
Comments on Pre-Zero Draft Review of Government Sector Working Groups (SWGs) Mechanism
 

With reference to Pre-Zero Draft Review of Government Sector Working Groups (SWGs) Mechanism circulated to Government Sector Working Groups for comments.
 

The Department of International Cooperation is pleased to inform you that after having consulted with the Eight Government Sector Working Groups at the meeting held on 23 April 2007 at Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Government has in principle agreed with the Pre-Zero Draft Review of Government Sector Working Group Mechanism. However, we would like to propose some comments as follows:
· Page 3  (under second bullet point): 
The PRSO and PEMSP Fora could not be considered as Sub-Groups under the umbrella of the Governance SWG as these are chaired by Minister/Vice-Minister while Governance SWG Meeting is chaired by a Deputy Head of Public Administration and Civil Service Authority (PACSA). 
· Page 3  (under third bullet point): 

• The Ministry of Energy and Mining noted that there is a need to establish an extra Energy and Mining SWG rather than to be assigned as a member of the Infra-Structure SWG
• The Ministry of Industry and Commerce would like to be also involved in the Agriculture, Rural Development and Natural Resources Management SWG, namely in the Agro-Forestry and the Agro-Business Sub-Groups. 
· Page 3 (under 3.3.): 

• The Ministry of Communication, Transport, Post and Construction suggested that objectives of the SWGs should be clearly identified and revised.

· Page 6 (under second bullet of 3.6.): 

• The meeting suggested that supporting documents for the SWG meetings, reports, minutes… should be produced both in English and Lao and if possible the SWG Meetings should have a simultaneous translation into Lao language for a clear understanding.
We look forward to receiving cooperation from you.







Sincerely Yours,

Dr. Bountheuang Mounlasy
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